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CLAIMS 



We Claim: 



1 . A method for transferring the look and feel of at least a first computer-based device to 
remote computer-based storage, said transfer across HTTP-based networks, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

a. downloading a software component to manipulate settings; 

b. remotely analyzing said first computer-based device to discover applicable hardware 
and software settings comprising said environment; 

c. listing settings available for transfer; 

d. downloading instructions to said software component to locate, extract and transfer 
specified settings from said listed settings, and 

e. storing and uniquely identifying said transferred settings in said remote storage. 

2. A method for transferring the look and feel of at least a first computer-based device to 
remote computer-based storage, as per claim 1 , wherein said listing of settings includes 
supplying an HTML document displaying said list. 

3. A method for transferring the look and feel of at least a first computer-based device to 
remote computer-based storage, as per claim 1, wherein said stored settings are retrieved by one 
or more requesting devices from said remote storage as identified by said unique identification. 

4. A method for transferring the look and feel of at least a first computer-based device to 
remote computer-based storage, as per claim 3, wherein said retrieval by said one or more 
requesting devices from said remote storage includes repeating steps a-c for the requesting 
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device. 



5. A method for transferring the look and feel of at least a first computer-based device to 
remote computer-based storage, as per claim 4, wherein said retrieval by said one or more 
requesting devices from said remote storage further includes the steps of: loading and installing 
on said requesting device a compatible version of said identified stored settings. 

6. A method for transferring the look and feel of at least a first computer-based device to 
remote computer-based storage, as per claim 1, wherein said HTTP-based network comprises the 
Internet. 

7. A method for transferring the look and feel of at least a first computer-based device to 
remote computer-based storage, as per claim 1 , wherein said HTTP-based network comprises 
any of the following networks: Internet, LAN, WAN, virtual LAN, wireless web, or 
telecommunications based. 

8. A method for transferring the look and feel of at least a first computer-based device to 
remote computer-based storage, as per claim 1, wherein said downloaded instructions comprise 
mark-up based directives comprises any of the following formats: XML, SGML or HTML. 

9. A method for transferring the look and feel of at least a first computer-based device to 
remote computer-based storage, as per claim 8, wherein said mark-up based directives comprise 
XML tags which are parsed and executed as per said software component during said locating 
and extracting steps. 

10. A method for transferring the look and feel of at least a first computer-based device to 
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remote computer-based storage, as per claim 1 , wherein said settings comprise any from the 
following list: hardware settings, system settings, attached device settings, application settings, 
document settings, desktop settings, files, data, e-mail settings, address book settings, 
bookmarks, and cookies. 

11. A method for transferring the look and feel of at least a first computer-based device to 
remote computer-based storage, as per claim 1 , wherein said at least a first computer-based 
device comprises one or more of the following: personal computer systems, laptops, portable 
computers, net devices, palm computers, and Web and WAP phones. 

12. A method for transferring the look and feel of at least a first computer-based device to 
remote computer-based storage, said transfer across the Internet, said method comprising: 

downloading a software component to manipulate settings; 

remotely analyzing said first computer-based device to discover applicable hardware and 
software settings comprising said environment; 
listing settings available for transfer; 

downloading instructions to said software component to locate, extract and transfer 
specified settings from said listed settings, said instructions comprising one or more parsed XML 
directives including XML tags identifying at least type and location of desired settings, and 
storing said transferred settings and a unique identifier across said Internet to said remote 
storage. 

13. A method for transferring the look and feel of at least a first computer-based device to 
remote computer-based storage, as per claim 12, wherein said stored settings are retrieved by one 

Page 51 



PA-1003222 

or more requesting devices from said remote storage as identified by said unique identifiers, said 
retrieval by said one or more requesting devices from said remote storage including repeating 
steps a-c for the requesting device and further including loading and installing on said requesting 
device a compatible version of said identified stored settings. 

14. A system for transferring across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data, 
said system comprising: 

a network server and associated computer storage, said network server receiving requests 
from one or more computer-based devices for transfer of said computer-based settings, files, and 
other data; 

at least a first software plug-in, downloadable from said network server to said requesting 
computer-based device(s); 

one or more mark-up based directive(s) sent from said network server and operative with 
said downloaded first software plug-in at said requesting computer-based device(s), and 

wherein, in a load mode, said one or more mark-up based directive(s) are parsed and 
processed by said first software plug-in to return to said associated computer storage, a selected 
group of settings, files, and other data associated with said requesting computer-based device(s) 
and in an unload mode, said one or more mark-up based directive(s) are parsed and processed by 
said first software plug-in to load and install a version of one or more of selected groups stored 
within said associated computer storage to said requesting computer-based device(s). 

15. A system for transferring across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data, 
as per claim 14, wherein said network utilizes the HTTP protocol. 
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16. A system for transferring across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data, 
as per claim 14, wherein said network comprises the Internet. 

17. A system for transferring across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data, 
as per claim 14, wherein said network comprises any of: HTTP based, Internet, LAN, WAN, 
virtual LAN, wireless web, or telecommunications based. 

18. A system for transferring across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data, 
as per claim 14, wherein said mark-up based directive(s) comprise any of the following formats: 
XML, SGML or HTML. 

19. A system for transferring across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data, 
as per claim 14, wherein use of said mark-up based directive(s) enables intelligent selection of a 
subset of available settings, files or data. 

20. A system for transferring, across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other 
data, as per claim 14, wherein said one or more computer-based devices include any of the 
following: personal computer systems, laptops, portable computers, net devices, palm computers, 
or Web and WAP phones. 

21 . A system for transferring, across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other 
data, as per claim 14, wherein said computer-based settings or files comprise any of the 
following: hardware settings, system settings, attached device settings, application settings, 
document settings, desktop settings, e-mail settings - including address book settings, 
bookmarks, or cookies. 
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22. A system for transferring, across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other 
data, as per claim 14, wherein, in a back-up mode, a single computer-based device requests the 
load and, in a restore mode, the unload. 

23. A system for transferring, across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other 
data, as per claim 14, wherein system enables personal computer upgrades by loading a first 
older computer's environment comprising said settings, files and other data into said associated 
storage and thereafter uploading a version of said environment compatible with a new personal 
computer. 

24. A system for transferring, across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other 
data, as per claim 14, wherein at least one of said one or more mark-up based directive(s) 
comprises a review directive to analyze existing computer-based settings, files, and other data on 
said requesting computer-based device. 

25. A system for transferring, across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other 
data, as per claim 14, wherein said system further comprises a converter to translate said stored 
computer-based settings, files, and other data into various device compatible formats based on 
said review directive. 

26. A system for transferring, across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other 
data, as per claim 14, wherein at least one of said one or more mark-up based directive(s) 
provides instructions to said downloaded plug-in to locate and extract computer-based settings, 
files, and other data from a registry and file system of said requesting computer-based device. 
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27. A system for transferring, across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other 
data, as per claim 14, further comprising a graphical user interface for interactively selecting one 
or more computer-based settings, files, and other data for transfer. 

28. A system for transferring, across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other 
data, as per claim 14, wherein said one or more requesting computer-based devices comprise at 
least a first and second device with disparate operating systems and said version of one or more 
selected groups stored within said associated computer storage is selected by said network server 
to make the unload compatible with the operating system of the requesting device. 

29. A system for transferring, across a network, computer-based settings, files, and other 
data, as per claim 14, wherein said one or more requesting computer-based devices comprise at 
least a first and second device with disparate formats and said version of one or more selected 
groups stored within said associated computer storage is selected by said network server to make 
the unload compatible with the format of the requesting device. 

30. A method for transferring information from a first computer-based device to a web site, for 
temporary storage and for later transfer of the stored information from the web site to a second 
computer-based device, the method comprising the steps of: 

establishing a communication link between a first computer-based device and a 
web site having a storage capability; 

scanning the first computer-based device, via the web site, to determine the 
information contained on the first computer-based device; 

allowing a user to select which of the scanned information, determined by the web 
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9 site, is to be uploaded from the first computer-based device onto the web site for temporary 

10 storage; and 

11 transferring the information, contained on the first computer-based device and 

12 selected by the user, onto the web site for temporary storage. 

1 31. The method according to claim 30, further comprising the steps of: 

2 establishing communication link between a second computer-based device and 

3 the web site; 

4 scanning the second computer-based device, via the web site, to determine 
^ 5 information contained on the second computer-based device; 

Q 6 displaying the information, from the first computer-based device temporarily 

y3 7 stored on the web site, to the user; 

Q 8 allowing the user to select which of the temporary information, from the first 

y i 

s 9 computer-based device and stored on the web site, is to be downloaded from the web site onto 

rio the second computer-based device; and 

3-1 downloading the selected information from the web site onto the second 

~i2 computer-based device. 

1 32. The method according to claim 30, further comprising the steps of, prior to scanning the 

2 first computer-based device, having the user to set up a personal account at the web server 

3 system; and 

4 requiring the user to assign a password to the personal account at the web server 

5 system to restricted access to the personal account. 
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33. The method according to claim 30, further comprising the step of, after establishing a 
communication link but before scanning the first computer-based device, downloading software 
from the web server to the first computer-based device to facilitate interaction between the first 
computer-based device and the web site. 

34. The method according to claim 30, further comprising the step of storing the information 
obtained from the first computer-based device, during the scan via the web site, in a data base. 

35. The method according to claim 30, further comprising the step of providing a message to 
the first computer-based device to indicate whether the transfer of the information, selected by 
the user, successfully occurred from the first computer-based device onto the web site for 
temporary storage. 

36. The method according to claim 32, further comprising the steps of requiring the user to 
enter account number and password information, prior to the user of the second computer-based 
device being provided with access the personal account of the user at the web server system. 

37. The method according to claim 31, further comprising the step of, after establishing a 
communication link but before scanning the second computer-based device, downloading 
software from the web server to the second computer-based device to facilitate interaction 
between the second computer-based device and the web site. 

38. The method according to claim 3 1 , further comprising the step of storing the information 
obtained from the second computer-based device, during the scan via the web site, in a database. 

39. The method according to claim 3 1 , further comprising the step of providing a message to 
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2 the second computer-based device to indicate whether the transfer of the selected and 

3 temporarily stored information successfully occurred from the personal account of the user at the 

4 web site onto the second computer-based device. 

1 40. A system for transferring information from a first computer-based device to a web site, 

2 for temporary storage and for later transfer of the stored information from the web site to a 

3 second computer-based device, the system comprising: 

4 means for establishing a communication link between a first computer-based 

5 device and a web site, the web site having storage means for temporary storage of information; 

6 means for scanning the first computer-based device, via the web site, to determine 
%j 7 the information contained on the first computer-based device; 

y3 8 means for allowing a user to select which of the scanned information, determined 

O 9 by the web site, is to be uploaded from the first computer-based device onto the web site for 

: 10 temporary storage; and 

[Til means for transferring the information, contained on the first computer-based 

Si 2 device and selected by the user, onto the web site for temporary storage. 

1 41. The system according to claim 40, further comprising: 

2 means for establishing communication link between a second computer-based 

3 device and the web site; 

4 means for scanning the second computer-based device, via the web site, to 

5 determine information contained on the second computer-based device; 

6 means for displaying the information, from the first computer-based device 

7 temporarily stored on the web site, to the user; 
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8 means for allowing the user to select which of the temporary information, from 

9 the first computer-based device and stored on the web site, is to be downloaded from the web site 

10 onto the second computer-based device; and 

11 means for downloading the selected information from the web site onto the 

12 second computer-based device. 

1 42. The system according to claim 40, further comprising, prior to scanning the first 

2 computer-based device, means for having the user set up a personal account at the web server 

3 system; and 

g 4 means for requiring the user to assign a password to the personal account at the 

Sj 5 web server system to restrict access to the personal account. 

Un i 43. The system according to claim 40, further comprising, after establishing a 

= i 

tfl 2 communication link but before scanning the first computer-based device, means for downloading 

3 software from the web server to the first computer-based device to facilitate interaction between 

f~ 4 the first computer-based device and the web site. 

1 44. The system according to claim 40, further comprising means for storing the information 

2 obtained from the first computer-based device, during the scan via the web site, in a database. 

1 45. The system according to claim 40, further comprising means for providing a message to 

2 the first computer-based device to indicate whether the transfer of the information, selected by 

3 the user, successfully occurred from the first computer-based device onto the web site for 

4 temporary storage. 
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46. The system according to claim 41 , further comprising the means for requiring the user to 
enter account number and password information, prior to the user of the second computer-based 
device being provided with access to the personal account of the user at the web server system. 

47. The system according to claim 41 , further comprising, after establishing a 
communication link but before scanning the second computer-based device, means for 
downloading software from the web server to the second computer-based device to facilitate 
interaction between the second computer-based device and the web site. 

48. The system according to claim 41 , further comprising means for storing the information 
obtained from the second computer-based device, during the scan via the web site, in a data base. 

49. The system according to claim 41 , further comprising means for providing a message to 
the second computer-based device to indicate whether the transfer of the selected and 
temporarily stored information successfully occurred from the personal account of the user at the 
web site onto the second computer-based device. 

50. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 
from a first computer-based device to remote computer-based storage, and for later transfer from 
said computer-based storage to at least a second computer-based device, one or more steps of 
said method performed using one or more remote servers located within said network, said 
method comprising: 

a. establishing a communication link between said first computer-based device and at 
least a first of said one or more remote servers; 

b. downloading at least a first of one or more software programs from said first remote 
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9 server onto said first computer-based device, said first software program enabling the temporary 

10 extraction of one or more of said computer-based settings, files, and other data; 

11 c. providing a user interface for selecting specific ones of said temporarily extracted 

12 computer-based settings, files, and other data for transfer to said computer-based storage; 

13 d. upon said selection, said first software program executing routines in conjunction with 

14 said first remote server to transfer said selection to said computer-based storage; 

is e. executing a transfer of said stored computer-based settings, files, and other data to at 

16 least a second computer-based device comprising the steps of: 

17 f establishing a communication link between said second computer-based device and 
S-8 said first remote server; 

Q.9 g. downloading at least a first of one or more software programs from said first remote 

Wko server onto said second computer-based device; 

D 

Uli h. said first software program enabling the transfer and installation of one or more of 

^22 said storedcomputer-based settings, files, and other data; 

L23 i. providing a user interface for selecting specific ones of said stored computer-based 

S?4 settings, files, and other data for transfer to said second computer-based device; 

25 j. upon said selection, said first software program executing routines in conjunction with 

26 said first remote server to transfer and install said selection to said second computer-based 

27 device. 

1 51. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 

2 as per claim 50, wherein said communications utilize the HTTP protocol. 

l 52. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 
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2 as per claim 50, wherein said network comprises the Internet, said first remote server comprises 

3 a web server and said first software program is downloaded via a website controlled by said web 

4 server. 

1 53. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 

2 as per claim 50, wherein said network comprises an enterprise network and said first remote 

3 server comprises an enterprise server. 

1 54. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 

2 as per claim 50, wherein said first software program utilizes at least a first directive file, in 
~=J 3 extended markup language format and creates a second directive file, in extended markup 
q 4 language format. 

in 

pi 55. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 

s 2 as per claim 54, wherein said first and second directive files are created using the following 

H 8 3 steps: 

zi 4 said first software program issuing a command to said first remote server; 

^ 5 said first remote server querying a database server regarding information on where to 

6 collect at least said settings on said first computer-based device; 

7 said database server sending a resultant set containing said information on where to 

8 collect settings, files and other data to said first remote server; 

9 said remote server converting said resultant set into a data stream of XML tags thereby 

10 creating said first directive; 

11 said first software program gathering said settings, files, and other data by parsing said 
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first directive file, and 

creating said second directive file, in XML format, by encapsulating said gathered 
settings, files, and other data. 

56. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 
as per claim 55, wherein said step of querying said database server further comprises: 

running an active server page (ASP) on said first remote server, and 
creating an active data object (ADO) to transfer data regarding location of settings in said 
first computer-based device. 

57. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 
as per claim 55, wherein said issued command is a HTTP POST command. 

58. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 
as per claim 55, wherein said step of downloading said first directive file with settings 
information in XML tag format onto said second computer-based device is accomplished via an 
HTTP POST command. 

59. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 
as per claim 55, wherein said step of parsing said first or second directive files is accomplished 
via an XML parser. 

60. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 
as per claim 50, further comprising undoing said installed settings and returning to original 
settings upon receiving an undo command. 
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61 . A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 
as per claim 50, wherein said first software program comprises a C++ plug-in. 

62. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 
as per claim 50, wherein said first software program further includes ActiveX support. 

63. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 
as per claim 50, wherein said executed routines are Javascript routines. 

64. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 
as per claim 50, wherein said user interface is a set of HTML pages. 

65. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 
as per claim 50, wherein said first or second computer-based devices include any of the 
following: personal computer systems, laptops, portable computers, net devices, palm computers, 
or Web and WAP phones. 

66. A method for transporting over a network, computer-based settings, files, and other data 
as per claim 50, wherein said settings or files comprises any of the following: system settings, 
application settings, document settings, desktop settings, e-mail settings - including address book 
settings, bookmarks, or cookies. 

67. A system for transferring specified computer settings between one or more clients and 
one or more servers across the Internet, said system comprising: 

one or more web application servers, at least one of said web application servers 
operatively controlling a first website; 
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one or more binary data servers operatively connected to said one or more web 
application servers; 

one or more database servers operatively connected to said one or more web application 
servers, and 

a client program downloaded to said client from said first website, said client program 
collecting and returning to said one or more binary data servers said specified computer settings 
based on parsed and executed XML directives originating from said database server and 
transferred to said client from said website. 

68. A system for transferring specified computer settings between one or more clients and 
one or more servers across the Internet, as per claim 67, wherein said client program comprises 
one or more of: an ATL DLL core module, web call module, file transfer module, and browser 
interface. 

69. A system for transferring specified computer settings between one or more clients and 
one or more servers across the Internet, as per claim 68, wherein said XML directives are 
replaced with SGML or HTML directives. 

70. A system for transferring specified computer settings between one or more clients and 
one or more servers across the Internet, as per claim 68, wherein said parsed and executed XML 
based directive(s) enable an intelligent subset selection of available client settings, files or data. 

71 . A system for transferring specified computer settings between one or more clients and 

one or more servers across the Internet, as per claim 68, wherein said clients include any of the 

following: personal computer systems, laptops, portable computers, net devices, palm computers, 
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4 or Web and WAP phones. 

1 72. A system for transferring specified computer settings between one or more clients and 

2 one or more servers across the Internet, as per claim 68, wherein said settings comprise any of 

3 the following: system settings, application settings, document settings, files, desktop settings, e- 

4 mail settings - including address book settings, bookmarks, or cookies. 

1 73. A method for transporting over an HTTP network, computer-based settings, one or more 

2 steps of said method performed using one or more remote servers located within said HTTP 

3 network, said method comprising: 

4 downloading from a first of said one or more remote servers a software plug-in to a 

5 computer-based device requesting transfer of said computer-based settings; 

6 using said first software plug-in to execute routines in conjunction with said first remote 

7 server to transfer said settings across said HTTP-based network. 

1 74. A method for transporting over an HTTP network, computer-based settings, as per claim 

2 73, wherein said settings comprises any from the following list: hardware settings, system 

3 settings, attached device settings, application settings, document settings, files, desktop settings, 

4 files, data, e-mail settings, address book settings, bookmarks, and cookies. 
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